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LYMAN TRUMBULL.

A COLLECTION OF LETTERS FROM LYMAN TRUMBULL
TO JOHN M. PALMER, 1854-1858.

Compiled and Edited by GEORGE THOMAS p ALMER, M. D., a
Grandson of John M. Palmer.

I.

Alton, Nov. 23, 1854.
My Dear Sir:
I have just returned from Mt. Vernon where the Sup.
Court is in session and was glad to find here yours of the 17th.
We have mutual cause for rejoicing at the result of the recent
election,1 at least so far as our individual interests were at
stake; but I fear that the great triumph which the cause of
truth and right has gained will be lost unless great prudence
and discretion are observed for the future.
At Mt. Vernon I met with a good many lawyers and a
number of members of the Legislature from the South part
of the State, and I was sorry to find that they seem to be filled
with the most vindictive feelings towards all who do not endorse the Nebraska bill and submit to the Nebraska test. 2 I
was surprised at the bitterness manifested by some of these
village politicians from below. They would, some of them,
sooner vote for a Whig than an Anti-Nebraska Democrat.
For part of the information used in the footnotes I am indebted to Mrs. Jessie
Palmer Weber and Theodore C. Pease of the Illinois State Historical Library.

G. T. P.

1 John M. Pa1mer had first been e1ected State Senator for an unexpired term
in 1851. He came up for reelection in 1854 in the fourteenth district composed
of Greene, Macoupin, and Jersey counties, and ran on the Anti-Nebraska 1ssue,
beating Beatty J. Burke, the regular Democratic candidate 2896 to 2715. Trumbull had in the same issue been elected to Congress from the eighth, or Belleville, district by a decisive majority over Philip B. Fouke. Lincoln, in a letter
to Joseph Gillespie, under date of December 1, 1854, says: ''Vve have the Legislature clearly enough on joint ballot, but the Senate is very close, and Cullom
told me today that the Nebraska men will stave off the election if they can. Even
if we get into joint vote we shall have difficulty to unite our forces." Lincoln
asks "whether Trumbull intends to make a push."
2 The Kansas-Nebraska Act, passed in 1854 under Douglas' sponsorship, provided for the organization of Kansas and Nebraska territories with a proviso
repealing the Missouri Compromise that had forever excluded slavery from the
territory. The passage of the act had made confusion in Illinois politics. The
extreme anti-slavery men formed the Republican party; the Anti-Nebraska Democrats split off from their party; the Whigs divided more slowly, one group drifting
into the know-nothing or Democratic parties, the other finally uniting with a.
portion of the Anti-Nebraska Democrats in the Republican party.
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There is no making terms or getting along in harmony with
such men. They would be quite willing to use Anti-Nebraska
Democrats to help them carry out their purposes when they
have not sufficient strength without them; but I do not believe
they would go into caucus with them unless quite sure to have
the control when there. If the feeling of the Nebraskaites as
exhibited at Mt. Vernon is to prevail, we are to have war to the
knife, and every Anti-Nebraska Democrat is to be crushed if
they have the power to do it.
The Anti-Nebraska men will have a majority in the Legislature, but can they be brought to act together, that is the
important question. The Nebraskaites are united and will act
in concert, and as you most truly say, "Concert will be of indispensable importance" among their opponents. How this is
to be brought about I scarcely know. If all Anti-Nebraska
men could be fully persuaded as I am, that we are to receive
no quarter from Douglas and his friends, a common sense of
danger would, I think, bring us to act in concert; but some
of those who agree with us in principle and ought to act openly
with us, are I fear inclined to cooperate with the Nebraska
men in carrying out their views with reference both to men
and measures under the delusive idea that by so doing they
can maintain their own former good standing with Nebraska
men. I am informed but hope it is not true, that Osgood,8
Cook 4 and Graham 5 are all for Shields. e How men of their
discernment and good sense can be so blind to their own interest as not to see that the re-election of Shields will be a perfect
triumph of their deadliest foes is strange to me.
I have some very warm friends in the South part of the
State. Some of them who are Nebraska men, have been re• Uri Osgood was a holdover Senator whose district gave an Anti-Nebraska
majority In the election of 1854. Osgood was given a large amount of State
patronage by the Whigs to conciliate him ; Osgood voted for Shields.
• Trumbull misjudged Burton C. Cook, of Ottawa, a holdover Democratic State
Senator, who had refused to follow Douglas. Cook was one of the fl.ve legislators
who voted for Trumbull on the first ballot and was one who, with Palmer and
Judd, was charged with Lincoln's defeat and Trumbull's election. Also member
State Central Com. (Rep.), 1856.
6 Senator Benjamin Graham made the speech nominating .Tames Shields tor
rel!lection as United States Senator.
8 James Shields, a native of Ireland, who had commanded the Illinois contingent in the Mexican War, served as Democratic United States Senator from
Illinois from 1849 to 1855. Upon his defeat in 1865, he removed to Minnesota,
which state returned him to the United States Senate in 1868. In 1879 he served
a few days as Senator from Missouri,-the third state to be represented by him
in the United States Senate.
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turned to the Legislature, but such is now their feeling towards
me politically that I do not believe they would vote for me for
constable. I am really astonished at their bitterness. They
have cried out abolition so much that if I was really a Garrison
or a Phillips they could not think worse of me than they do.
My impression is, that there is no middle ground for AntiNebraska Democrats to occupy, and that they must either go
down themselves or put their intolerant adversaries down. We
now have the power, once gone we may never be able to regain
it. If our Northern friends will only stop at the proper point
without urging us too far, I think a plan may be fallen upon
which will succeed. The Legislature ought to pass resolutions
of some sort. 1 Those of last session must at all events be
rescinded.
Now will it be possible for the Anti-Nebraska men to agree
upon a series of resolutions? This is a most important question. If this can be done, all else will go well, for we can then
have concerted action. If the proper steps are taken in time
so that tlH~ members fully understand each other, and appreciate the importance of concession and concerted action to save
themselves from utter defeat, I have great hopes that Nebraskaism may be routed in the Legi lature.
As for the Senate I am for any good Anti-Nebraska Democrat. There are many reasons why I wish to see Shields defeated and I would be for almost any man as against him. My
own position, having just been elected to the lower House, is
snch ·th;lt I think it would be exceedingly impolitic for me to
think of being a candidate. It would not do for me to be a
candidate for every office in the land. That very fact, if nothing else, would defeat me; but I am willing to do all that in me
lies in an honorable way to elect an Anti-Nebraska Democrat
in Shields place and I will not be particular about the man?
How will Koerner 8 do?
In order to succeed will we not have to keep out of caucus?
At the start, when the Legislature first meets, is the important
T The resolutions endorsing the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise. Thirteen Democratic members of the House and Senate
Including Palmer, Cook, Judd, Osgood, and Campbell had voted against them, and
thirteen more Democrats had refrained from voting, Cole, Era of the CivU War,

p, 121.

8 Gustavus Koerner was president of the Republican State Convention in 1858.
He lived in Belleville and was Lieutenant-Governor at this time (1863-1857).
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time and if the Anti-Nebraska Democrats will keep out of
caucus the Nebraskaites must9 necessarily be defeated in the
election of officers for the two houses. To accomplish this
would be a great point gained as it would break the enemies
power at the start. Already they have their candidates for
the various offices in the gift of the two Houses at work writing
letters to different members and if they are elected they will
be an active corps about the Legislature through its whole
session, to do their master's bidding. If possible, all this small
fry must be whipped out.
Yourself, Judd10 and Cook could control this matter in
the Senate and in the House I do not think there is much
danger.
Are not your relations with these gentlemen and perhaps
some other Anti-Nebraska Senators such that you could correspond with and obtain their views? I cannot believe that
Cook has gone over to the enemy.
I have written very hastily and thrown out suggestions
just as they occurred to me. May be in error in some of my
views. Our zeal often misleads us, but I have a sincere desire
to pursue the most politic course consistent with truth and
right to attain the end we all have in view, the triumph of
Freedom over Slavery.
Your sincere friend,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
If you learn anything of the views of Anti-Nebraska Senators from the North about going into caucus or their views
of the proper course of action please let me know.
I should also like to know your views fully. Write me
freely about the course to be pursued when the Legislature
meets. It is an important crisis with both you and me. I
As Trumbull suggested Judd, Palmer, Cook, and Osgood r efus ed to caucus.
The Nebraska members of the General Assembly alleged that Trumbull's
election was illegal inasmuch as the Constitution of 1848 (Article V, Section 11)
prohibited the election of any supreme or circuit judge to any office, state or federal, until one year after the expiration of his term. Trumbull had been a judge
of the Supreme Court, elected in 1845, reelected in 1852, and resigned in 1853.
There was little doubt, however, that the state could not impose on the United
States Senate obedience to this rule in determining the qualifications of its members. Governor Matteson had written a communication to the Senate raising the
point as to whether Trumbull was duly elected.
9

10
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believe in my heart we are right and the right surely ought to
prevail. 11
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Alton, Feb. 24, 1855.
My dear Sir,
Am much obliged for your kind favor of the 20th. It contained the first and only intelligence I have had of the action
of the Nebraska members by way of protest. I presume the
question will be made at Washington and every obstacle thrown
in the way of my taking a seat which malice and spleen can
invent. This however cannot effect the right at all only exposes how mean some men are. Have you seen the article of an
"Able Lawyer" in the Register of the 21st? Who is probably
the author? I surmised Harris 12 but it is mere conjecture.
It does not strike me as a very strong article and the dishonesty
and insincerity of the author is apparent. Wonder if the con11 In the interval between this and the next letter, Lyman Trumbull had been
elected United States Senator over Abraham Lincoln, James Shields and Joel A.
Matteson, then Governor of the State. Trumbull was placed in nomination by
John M. Palmer as an Anti-Nebraska Democrat; Lincoln was nominated by Representative Stephen T. Logan as the selection of a caucus of Whigs and FreeSoilers, while Shields was nominated by Benjamin Graham as a Nebraskaite.
There were 100 members, 25 in the Senate and 75 in the House.
The first ballot gave Lincoln 45; Shields 41; Trumbull 5, and 8 scattering.
After seven ballots, the Nebraskaites swung to Governor Matteson ;-a movement which Lincoln had anticipated, but which he could not head off. The vote
on the seventh ballot stood: Matteson 44; Lincoln 38; Trumbull 9 and 7 scattering.
By the ninth ballot the result stood: Matteson, 47; Trumbull 35 and Lincoln
15.
At this point, Lincoln urged his Whig followers to vote for Trumbull and, on
the tenth ballot, Trumbull received 51 votes and Matteson 47.
According to Horace White: "The result astounded the Democrats. They
were more disappointed by it than they would have been by the election of Lincoln. They regarded Trumbull as an arch traitor. That he and his fellow traitors,
Palmer, Judd and Cook, should have carried off the great prize was an unexpected
and most bitter pill, but they did not know how bitter it was until Trumbull took
his seat in the Senate and opened fire on the Nebraska iniquity."
Lincoln, in writing of his defeat to Elihu B. Washburne, says: "I regret my
defeat moderately, but am not nervous about it. I could have headed off every
combination and been elected had it not been for Matteson's double game-and
his defeat now gives me more pleasure than my own gives me pain. On the whole
it is perhaps as well for our general cause that Trumbull is elected."
Horace White adds: "And so it seems to me now. Lincoln's defeat was my
first great disappointment in politics, and I was slow in forgiving Palmer, Judd
and Cook for their share in bringing it about. But before the campaign of 1858
came on I was able to see that they had acted wisely and well. They had not only
satisfied their own constituents, and led many of them into the new Republican
organization, but they had given a powerful reinforcement to the party of freedom in the nation at large, in the person of Lyman Trumbull, whose high abilities and noble career in the Senate paved the way for thousands of recruits from
the ranks of. the Democratic party.
12 Thomas L. Harris, warm friend of Charles H. Lanphier, editor of "The
Register" just elected for Congress against Richard Yates.
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sciences of the forty-seven who voted for Matteson are any
quieter than of the fifty-one who were for me? I doubt the
propriety of entering into an extended argument through the
newspapers on this subject, but think it may be well enough
to expose the hypocrisy of "Able Lawyer" and state briefly the
positions assumed by those who regard the State Constitutional
provision as invalid.
Shields is off the track for Congress as you have probably
seen. The valiant General thought discretion the better part
of valor in this case. Am sorry for it. Would rather have met
him than Smith, 13 who is to be the Nebraska candidate. We
can, however, beat Smith with Underwood if he will only consent to run which I have reason to suppose he may be induced
to do. Some few of the Nebraskaites, not the masses I think,
the more they think of my election, the madder they get. Let
them fret, it will do them good I trust.
Your sincere friend,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.

III.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Alton, May 7, 1855.
Dr Sir,
Are you going to Cairo and if so when do you start?
Please answer so that I will get yours by to-night's mail.
I have some idea of going and if I do, thought of joining
the excursion at Decatur where I suppose it will be Wednesday morning.
· No one speaks of going from here except myself. Baker14
thinks he will not go. Have not heard from Gillespie15 or
Allen. 16 Hope you may be going. Unless some friends are
along I shall not care to go myself.
Yours truly,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
Robert Smith of Alton, Ill. See foot note 55.
a Henry S. Baker, of Alton, a representative who was among the five voting
for Trumbull on the first ballot.
u Joseph Gillespie, a personal friend of Lincoln. Seei note on page 1.
1e G. T. Allen, representative from Madison County who voted for Trumbull
on the first ballot.
1a
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IV.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington Cit.,, Dec. 3, 1855.
My Dear Sir,
I was sworn in and took my seat this morning without
objection, so you see Matteson after all has gained nothing by
his meanness. Gen. Cass,1 7 at the instance of Richardson18 and
Harris, presented the protest of the members of the Legislature
against my right to a seat and said he would at the proper
time move its reference to the appropriate committee. It will
not amount to anything.
You will see the protest in the Globe of to-morrow which
I will send you. Although R. and H. got Gen. C. to present a
protest against me in the Senate, they did not think proper to
make any objections against Marshal119 in the House. Was not
this consistent?
Yours truly,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.

V.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, Jany. 2, 1856.
J. M. Palmer, Esq.,
Dr. Sir:
The message is pro-slavery enough. That part of it treating the slavery question would scarcely pass for a good stump
speech and is disgraceful in a president. It is full of misrepresentation and false reasoning but I think it will do good in the
North by showing the people clearly whither the government
is tending. The discussion in the House clearly shows that
squatter sovereignty has no place in the Nebraska Act. Even
n Lewis Cass, candidate for the Presidency in 1848 and defeated by General
Taylor. At this time United States Senator from Michigan and a powerful figure.
u William A. Richardson, Democratic member of Congress, from Quincy district, elected to the United States Senate in 1863 to fill out Douglas term.
19 Samuel S. Marshall, of McLeansboro, elected to Congress as a Democrat.
As
he had been a circuit judge in the 12th circuit, resigning in 1854, the same constl•
tutional objections applied to him.
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Jones of Pa, a leader among the Nebraskans admitted when
pressed by the South, that there was no power in the territorial
legislature to exclude slavery. The doctrine now contended for
is that there is no power either in Congress or in the territories
while in a territorial condition to exclude slavery. Pierce does
not quite avow this doctrine in his present message, but the
way he is going on he will in the next one.
The issue is to be distinctly made whether slavery shall
spread over all the territories even in defiance of the action of
the territorial Legislatures, or whether it shall be kept out of
them by the action of Congress and an executive disposed to
carry out that action. The action of the Democrats who favored
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise both here and in Illinois clearly shows that an endorsement of that measure, which
now means the opening of all territories to the introduction of
slavery, is to be made a test question.
For one I cannot and will not act with any party having
such a creed and I think the better course for all our friends
will be to keep out of the conventions both State and National.
We must adopt the course suggested by the New York Evening
Post if we do not mean to submit to any terms which the
Slaveocrats may think proper to impose. I would say keep
clear of all conventions called by the Nebraskaites.
I do not apprehend any serious difficulty about my seat.
The more that matter is stirred the worse it will be for those
doing it. Douglas is not here, nor can I learn when he will be.
The message took us all by surprise. No one unless some particular favorite had any notice that it was to be sent in. The
Rous~ refused to let it be read and some in our body think we
should have pursued the same course. No speaker yet 20 and
the prospect looks as gloomy as ever. I reckon the opposition
can stand it to do without a Congre~s if Pierce can. I set it
down as a fixed fact that an organization will be affected somehow but when or how no one can tell.
Yours truly,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
20 N. P. Banks, Jr., of Massachusetts, was chosen speaker in February, after
133 ballots. He was a former Know Nothing.

....
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Your letter did not contain any list of names. You speak
of sending one. What have you done that some of the papers
are complaining of the weakness of your backbone?
VI.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, Jany. 24, 1856.
Dear Palmer,
I am sorry you should think of supporting the candidate
of the Cincinnati Convention 2 under anv circumstance . The
nominee of that Convention, be he who h~ may, will be pledged
to the Nebraska matter and you know what that means. The
general Government is now under the control of the slave interest and if the nominee of the Cincinnati Convention succeeds it is to continue so. The general government is prostituted to slavery and all its powers and patronage is now
expected to extend it into free territory. The President would
no more appoint a man Governor of Kansas who was in favor
of making it a free state man than he would cut his finger off
and if he did appoint such a man the Senate would instantly
reject him.
Not only is this so, but even in the free state of Illinois
there is no officer of the United States so insignificant that he
would not be instantly removed if he was known to be opposed
to the Kansas Act. Every opponent of that measure is shut
out from all participation in the administration of the government, so far as it is in the power of the so-called Democracy
to accomplish it. Neither a party nor any of its candidates
which makes slavery extension the fundamental article of its
creed can have my support.
I do not apprehend that we will be forced to choose between the candidate of the N ebraskaites and such men as Seward, 22 Filmore, 23 or Lane.!4 In such an event I should feel com1.

21 The Democratic National Convention was held in Cincinnati, June 2nd, and
endorsed the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. James Buchanan was nominated for the
Presidency.
22 William H. Seward, at that time in the U. S. Senate from New York, a
former Whig and supposed to be strongly anti-slavery.
23 Millard Fillmore, who succeeded to Presidency in 1860, on the death ot
Taylor. He ran on the Know Nothing Ticket that year.
24 Henry Smith Lane, of Indiana, made permanent president of the Republican
Party at the National Convention in June, 1866.
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pelled to follow a masterly inactivity. But I hope better things
and trust that a Democrat opposed both to slavery extension
and abolition may be run. There will probably be three candidates: 1st, the candidate of the Nebraskaites; 2. The candidate
of the Know Nothings, who will most likely be Crittenden. 211
The candidate of the so-called Republicans, who possibly may
be Fremont26 or Judge McLean 21 * * *
When I speak of the Republicans I do not mean such as
have assumed that name in Illinois and who oppose the fugitive
slave law, the admission of any more slave states under any
circumstances, but I mean all these who on the slavery question
simply make this issue, opposition to its spread into free territory. The Republicans will I think be willing to abandon their
altruisms and stand upon this one p9sition so far as slavery is
concerned, and on that issue with fair candidates it is my
opinion that every Northern State can be carried. Know
Nothingism I am glad to see is becoming almost wholly a southern element. Let the South take it and keep it. Shall be glad
to get rid of it in the north.
No speaker yet. Richardson 28 has declined and his supporters to-day voted for Orr. 29 Fuller30 has also withdrawn.
The President to-day sent us a message on Kansas affairs
as full of perversion and false assumptions as his annual message. The Administration is getting anxious for an organization-think we will have it before long. There is no trouble
about my seat. McConnel & Co are having all this trouble for
nought. How it does grieve their righteous souls to have me
here. Hope they may survive it. Let me hear from you often.
Yours truly,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
John Jordan Crittenden, of Kentucky, attorney general under President's
Harrison and Fillmore, Senator from Kentucky 1817-19, 1885-41, 1842-48, 1855-61,
author of the Crittenden Compromise.
26 John C. Fremont, Republican candidate for the Presidency in 1856.
21 John McLean. received 196 votes against Fremont's 359 in the Republican
Convention; .Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court 1829-1861.
28 Bee note 19.
29 James Lawrence Orr, of South Carolina, who deprecated the agitation of
the slavery question but was a devoted friend of the Union. He was made Speaker
in 1857.
80 Henry M. Fuller of Pennsylvania.
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VII.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Senate Chamber, May 21, 1856.
Dear Palmer,
· I have just recd a letter from Springfield from a Gentleman high in the counsels of the Know Nothings saying that
you would receive all their votes for Congress provided you
did not abuse them. This of course you would not do, as it is
not your nature to abuse anybody. They are anxious for you
to be elected, knowing as I presume they do, that one of their
own men would stand no chance. I am told that you would
receive all the votes that Yates 31 got, if it were clearly known
and understood that you stood upon Anti-Nebraska ground and
I am quite sure you would get votes enough which Yates did
not receive to render your election quite sure.
My correspondent suggests that it would place you all right
before the District if you were to attend the Bloomington Convention32 and suggests whether it would be well for you to do
so. The suggestion strikes me favorably. That convention is
evidently going to be a very respectable one. It will nominate
Bissell33 for Governor and I presume take conservative measures avoiding all altruisms. I think we can carry the State.
The news which I have received from Illinois within the last
two weeks both by letters and local papers, very many of which
are sent to me, is more encouraging than at any previous period.
Judd writes me very encouragingly. Alfred Kitchell, 34 of
Richland, has made a speech recently denouncing Douglas &
Co. He is a valuable man in that locality. Koerner will I
think be with us. That he is privately so I know, but whether
he will come out publicly I am not advised.
I am anxious that you should be in position to be the candidate for Congress against Harris and if you are I count sure
on your election.
Very truly yours,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.

111 Richard Yates, of Jacksonville, a member of the Thirty-second and Thirtythird Congresses and defeated for reelection by Thomas L. Harris, of Petersburg.
Later War Governor of Illinois.
32 The Republican State Convention was held at Bloomington on May 29, 1866.
John M. Palmer was elected Chairman of the Convention.
88 William H. Bissell was elected Governor in 1856 to succeed Matteson.
u Alfred Kitchell, of Richland, was a member of the Constitutional Convention
of 1847 and was Commissioned Circuit Judge of the Twenty-fifth District in 1869.
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VIII.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Senate Chamber, July 31, 1856.
Hon. J. M. Palmer,
Dr. Sir.
Why do you not write. Have been anxious to hear from
you and know what the Filmore movement at Springfield
means. Is it possible that the Know Nothings can suffer themselves to be made tools of by Douglas & Co. They of course are
aging on the movement.
Richardson has just returned and I am told brags largely
on Illinois. Am told he says the Know Nothings 35 are acting
secretly and intend giving the Republicans a terrible stab at
the election by polling a very heavy vote. Douglas, I hear, now
says there will be no doubt about Illinois. Will the Americans
support you or are they going to get out a candidate of their
own. Harris told Woodworth that Fremont would not get two
hundred votes in Sangamon County and Richardson told him
that Buchanan would carry the State by 20,000 and that he
,Yould even carry his, Woodworth's, 36 District. He went so far
as to advise ,v. to keep out of the fight. He told Woodworth
that B. S. Morris 37 was to run for Governor as the Filmore
candidate. This all shows that the Nebraskaites are acting in
concert with the Know Nothings but it is all gammon about
Filmore having any strength in Woodworth's district and I
trust it is equally so as to other parts of the State. You see
what the Nebraskaites are expecting. We must head them.
Are you making any arrangements for the canvass in your
District'? 38 I will be home early in September and attend meetings wherever I can be of service. I have directed a large number of documents to you for distribution. You know I will be
on hand to do what I can to promote your election. Am send34 The Know Nothings a secret organization, took the name of "The American
Party."
88 James H. Woodworth, Republican Congressman from Chicago.
81 Buckner S. Morris, candidate for Governor in 1856, polling a very small
vote.
88 .July 29, 1856.
W. H. Herndon wrote Trumbull that Palmer's chances for
Congress were not good because the old line Whigs objected to so many former
Democratic candidates. August 11 he wrote saying that sentiment was turning
strongly to Palmer, but that he refused to run. Trumbiin Manuscripts, Library
of Congress. See also State Register, August 14, 1856.
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ing documents pretty extensively into the District but from
some counties I have very few names. Green, Scott, Morgan,
Cass and Menard I know but little about and have but few
names in either of them.
Yours truly,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
IX.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, Aug. 3, 1856.
Dear Palmer,
I see our Nebraska friends have advertised a series of meetings in different parts of the State and I think we ought to
imitate their example. Richardson has returned here professing to be very much elated. He and Douglas are evidently
hoping for salvation through the Know Nothings.
It is my expectation to be in Springfield by September 11th
and should a meeting be held there that week, I would endeavor
to be present and address it, if thought advisable. I would also
attend any other meetings in your Congressional District to
the extent of three or four, immediately after the Springfield
meeting and which you might think advisable for me to be at.
I have accepted a number of engagements to speak before
returning to Illinois which will prevent my reaching Chicago
before the second week of September.
We ought it seems to me to endeavor to get up a large meeting at Springfield. That is headquarters. From there my own
notion would be to go to the South and endeavor to make a
rally in Southern Illinois. We can and must carry the State
for Fremont. Where is our executive committee that they do
not get up a series of meetings in the right localities.
Please let me know immediately that I may get the letter
before leaving, in case you give notice for meetings which you
would like to have me attend. Write me at New York, Box
3077, care of H. Trumbull after adjournment of Congress and
till September 1st.
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You will of course speak in every county in your District
and I am with you wherever I can be of service without neglecting too much some other localities.
Truly your friend,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
Since writing the within I have concluded to write J. C.
Conkling Esq., 89 and N. B. Judd Esq., two members of the central committee, suggesting to them the propriety of calling a
series of Fremont meetings. Suppose you see Conkling, Lincoln, Herndon 40 and other friends on this subject.

X.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Alton, Oct. 17, 1856.
Dear Palmer,
Can you go to Shelbyville and supply their wants? Hope
you may be able to do so. The inclosed letter will explain
itself. Am about to start for Belleville.
The news from Iowa and Pennsylvania is so contradictory
that one knows hardly what to believe. My opinion is we have
carried both states. 41 The Nebraskaites are so given to lying
that I take it for granted they are not telling the truth about
the election returns.
Truly yours,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
XI.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, Dec. 2, 1856.
Dear Palmer,
I arrived here Saturday night and find our Republican
friends in great spirits for a defeated party. They are bold,
confident and united, ready for another fight and feel that they
will certainly win next time.
The Buchaniers on the other hand are alarmed. Kansas
still gives them trouble. The northern ones evidently feel that

89 James Cook Conkling, of Springfield, had been a
law partner of James
Shields and was a warm personal friend of Abraham Lincoln. At this time was
a member of the Republican State Central Committee and was Chairman of the
Committee on Resolutions at the Bloomington Convention.
40 William H. Herndon, of Springfield, law partner of Abraham Lincoln, and
active in politics.
41 The Democrats carried Pennsylvania by a small majority and lost Iowa.
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their political salvation depends on making Kansas a free State.
It is whispered about that the opportunity of a successor to
Marshall Donaldson who has resigned is causing trouble. The
Pierce dynasty doubtless want to sustain Gen. Geary's42 position, but this the South will not tolerate. Geary's position in
my opinion is untenable, but I am for letting those who control him manage the matter.
Our friends in the House have taken the bull by the horns
and refused to allow Whitfield 43 to be sworn in as member by a
majority of seven. An effort will be made to reconsider but I
trust it will not succeed. Don. Morrison 44 is here voting to
admit him as a matter of course.
I spent a few days in Springfield before leaving Illinois
and found our Nebraska friends about the State House wonderfully bitter. Gov. Moore 45 says he does not like being kicked
out and that it is no use to disguise it. Douglas is still North
on his bridal tour. 46 I trust that our friends will have a meeting at Springfield this winter and organize for future operations. How sorry I am you are not in the Senate. It was sensible in you to resign, but a thing which none of our opponents
under like circumstances would have done. Please write me
often and if I can serve you in any way here, you know it will
give me pleasure to do it.
Your sincere friend,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
XII.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, Dec. 14, 1857.
Hon. J. M. Palmer.
My Dear Sir,
You have of course observed the new position of things
here with regard to Kansas and which are destined as it seems
John White Geary, of Pennsylvania, appointed territorial governor of Kansas
in 1856.
@ John W. Whitfield, the Democratic slavery delegate from Kansas.
4
• J. L. D.
Morrison, of Belleville, elected to Congress to succeed Trumbull.
Elected as old line Whig, by 1860 he was a Douglas Democrat.
j5 John
Moore, of McLean County, had been Lieutenant Governor 1842-1846
and State Treasurer 1848-1857.
48 Stephen A. Douglas was married November 20, 1856, to Adele, daughter of
James Madison Cutts, of Washington.
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to me to have a good deal of influence upon the future politics
of your State. Douglas does not mean, I presume, to join the
Republicans; but he will evidently be in disfavor with the African Democracy for the future. His political associates from
our State will probably all go with him and being clearly right
in the issue he has made with the administration, most of the
party in Illinois will doubtless go with them; but they will not
be recognized as part of the National Democracy and Douglas'
prospects for a nomination at Charleston47 are gone. Can he
keep up the issue between the Republicans and Anti-Buchanan
Democrats in Illinois so as to maintain his position in the Senate from our State? He certainly cannot if the Administration
has any considerable strength there. Should Douglas be driven
out of the African Democracy, as I think he will be, and really
join us, what are we to do with him? You know "the man who
won the elephant" found it troublesome to dispose of him.
The administration would doubtless be glad to take up
Matteson or any other such man and beat Douglas with him;
but Matteson as you know, fights slyly and is not the man to
meet Douglas. McClernand has the pluck but not much
strength. How many Republicans can Douglas take with him
if he stops where he is, merely differing with the administration
as to the propriety of submitting the whole Constitution. His
strength in the Senate is not sufficient in my opinion with all
the aid the Republicans can give him to prevent the passage of
the administration measure through that body.
I expect Southern Senators to be pretty severe upon
Douglas in debate. He made them mad. You know his manner
is offensive. Rumor says there is a settled purpose to insult
him, compel him. to fight or disgrace him. This I do not credit,
but is it not really ludicrous to think that Douglas will now be
compelled to sit and bear the jibes and insults in his own person which he has so often heaped upon Seward, Sumner and
others. Wish you was here to enjoy the fun.
I do not believe it possible for the Administration to force
the Lecompton Constitution48 on the people of Kansas against
41 The meeting of the Democratic National Convention in 1860 was already
scheduled for Charleston, South Carolina.
48 A Pro-Slavery Convention, sitting at Lecompton, Kansas, framed a Constitution and it was submitted to the people to vote for "The Constitution with
slavery" or "The Constitution without slavery," in either event voting for the
Constitution.
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their will. It could only be done in blood. But it has the
force to carry a bill for that purpose through the Senate as I
think and fear through the House also. Please write me fully
what you think about political matters in ou · state. How much
of a party can the administration keep there? Will it be
greater than was Captain Tyler's? 49 I suppose that you have
seen that Douglas followed in his speech the path I had blazed
out the day before, as far as I went. We will not stop to inquire as to his consistency in decrying the legitimacy of the
Lecompton Convention after such a speech as he made at
Springfield. "While the lamp holds out to burn"-you know
the rest. It was really refreshing to listen to Douglas reading
from the same authorities I had read the day before to show
that a territorial legislature had no power to initiate a convention. This morning's or rather Saturday's Union has a fourcolumn article on Douglas which I have sent you.
Truly your friend,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
XIII.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Senate Chamber, May 20, 1858.
:M:y Dear Sir,
It seems strange that I should not have heard from you
this session, since I have written you, I know not how many
times, but certainly once.
What are you doing politically? Trust you are not so
dumfounded by the course of Douglas & Co., as to have lost
your reckoning. Harris seems to be the boldest man here
among the Anti-Lecompton Democrats against the Administration and the pro-slavery party. Whatever others may do I do
not see how he can get back and I think he must certainly be
with us.
There seems to be a sort of truce between the President
and Douglas just now. No removals are being made in our
state of late though the expectants who are here have been
daily looking for them for months.
• 9 Trumbull alludes to the handful of followers, the so-called "corporal's guard"
that followed President John Tyler after his break with the Whigs in 1841.

There can never be any good feeling between B. and D. 50
but their friends are no doubt at work to bring about a reconciliation and in that event the Buchanan convention for June
8th would either be abandoned or adopt the nominees of the
Douglas convention. A few days will probably determine the
course of the Administration in regard to Douglas and that
determination will of course gover~ to a great extent the action
of the factions in Illinois.
I see some of the pro-slavery papers in our state are assailing me for opposing the admission of Oregon on a false statemen t of the grounds of my opposition. My only object in saying anything on the question was to disavow the objection, that
of negro extension, in which some of our Republican friends
founded their opposition.
I knew very well that such a position could not be maintained in our State and strange to say, I am falsely charged
with advocating the very objection which I disavowed, I know
not how this false report was started. No telegraph report
which I ever saw so represented me, though some ·of my own
friends seem to have been misled by the false report. The correction has probably reached the Republican papers before
this and I trust they will set me right in the matter.
The bill was up again day before yesterday and passed the
Senate as it probably will the House also. I cannot understand the policy of our friends who voted to admit Oregon with
the certain knowledge that it will introduce into the Senate
two more pro-slavery Senators.
The idea that it was a free state seems to have been allpowerful with some; but a free state which like California till
the present session votes uniformly with the slave power cannot surely be of much service to freedom. No delegation from
any state worked more efficiently than that of California to
force slavery into Kansas and now we will have two senators
from Oregon who will not be behind any others in their zeal
to force upon the country the doctrines of the Dred Scott decision. Besides, it puts it hopelessly out of our power to have
control of the Senate in 1860, when, should we carry the President, the pro-slavery party will have it in their power to check
60
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all our measures of reform by their majority in the Senate for
at least the two first years of the new administration.
These are considerations of policy, but a substantial objection to the admission is a want of the r::!quisite population,
which I do not suppose exceeds fifty thousand at the outside.
I made some additional remarks on the question of admission which appeared in yesterday's Globe and which you will
probably see.
Is it the understanding to run J. H. Matheny for Congress
in the 6th Dist. and can anything be gained by doing so ? 51 He
must have changed since the last election or his position is more
adverse to us than that of Harris now is. I do not wish to
interfere at all with what our friends may deem best in the 6th
District, but the past course of Matheny does not recommend
him to me.
If Congress adjourns on the 7th of June, I shall expect to
be in Springfield on the 16th.
Your friend,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
Do not understand me as recommending the taking up of
Harris. I would like to see a good Republican elected in his
place.
XIV.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, June 19, 1858.
My Dear Sir,
I should long ago have answered yours of May 25th but I
expected to have met you at the Convention. 52 The Senate did
not adjourn till Wednesday, the day the Convention met and
as I did not like to leave till the final adjournment I had to
'forego being at Springfield.
I see by the telegraph report that the convention was
numerously attended and I trust all went off well. There is
no escaping a direct conflict with Douglas. His effort will be
51 .Tames H. Matheny, prominent lawyer of Springfield, member Constitutional
Convention, 1847.
52 The State convention of June 16 that nominated Lincoln for the Senate.
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to secure a re-election in spite of the Republican party. His
plan as indicated in his last speech in the Senate is to create
the impression that there is an alliance between a few Lecompton office holders and the leading Republicans to defeat him,
the former opposing him because he would not consent to force
a constitution on the people of Kansas and the latter from personal considerations. He will claim great credit for independence and for having defeated the Lecompton Constitution and
appeal to the masses of all parties to sustain him for the great
good he has done and is capable of doing. Will be especially
severe on Dr. Leibf) 3 and a few other office holders whom he
thinks assailable and unpopular and will seek to create a sympathy among our friends by charging that he is being persecuted by the Lecomptonites. It would seem to me that such a
game could not win and if the Administration has any positive
strength it certainly cannot. What I fear is, that all so-called
Democrats may act together in the election of members of the
Legislature and leave the question as to who is to be Senator
to be settled by them after the election. I think some of the
Cabinet regretted to see that the Buchanan convention had
made district nominations.
Crittenden came to me after I had said a word the other
day to repel the charge of Douglas that the Republicans and
office holders were acting in concert and said that I ought to
have no controversy with Douglas, that he was opposing the
Administration, etc. I mention this to show it is not unlikely
an effort may be made to carry the Americans of Illinois for
Douglas. I do not understand Douglas to be opposed to the
Administration. He is at war with J\1r. Buchanan personally
and that is the extent of his opposition. Since the English
bill passed, he no longer consults with or seems to cultivate the
good will of Republican Senators and his votes on all questions
are of late with the Administration. Had Douglas cut loose
from the pro-slavery party and come out against the doctrines
of the Dred Scott case, it would have embarassed the Republicans very much to have opposed him, but now we ought to be
able to present an undivided front against him.
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I fully appreciate the considerations you suggest in regard
to Mr. Lincoln and feel more deeply than anyone else the obligations we are under to him. 54 I certainly feel it a duty and
shall take pleasure in standing by him to the utmost of my
ability in the coming contest.
Do you intend running again for the Senate and can I do
anything for you? It is not my intention to return to Illinois
for some weeks unless political considerations make it necessary. Suppose the canvass will not begin before some time in
August, but when it does begin I hall be ready to take part
wherever it is supposed I can do any good. It looks to me as if
our pro pects were good for carrying the State. I am a little
afraid about Madison County. The American element is so
strong in that county that we are in danger of losing it.
Harris I suppose will be a candidate for re-election and
he has behaved so well this last session that it will be difficult
to defeat him unless the Administration element in the district
is much stronger than I suppose.
Hon. Robert Smith 55 wants to be returned and situated as
things are in that district I fear he cannot be beat. He and
the whole delegation, unles it be Harris, will fall into the proslavery camp and be again in full communion if they are reelected unless I am greatly mistaken.
I have no expectation that any of them will go with the
Republicans, unless a state of things should arise which makes
it necessary for them to rely on Republican support for a reelection.
I shall be glad to hear from you frequently. I see by the
papers that the Americans in Macoupin still keep up their organization. What non ense it is for them to undertake to
maintain their district organization.
Yours truly,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.
54 Palmer had written Trumbull May 25, urging on Trumbull his moral obligation to promote Lincoln's election in view of what had happened in 1854. Trumbull
Manuscripts, Library of Congress. The Democrats alleged that in 1854 Trumbull
had violated a triple bargain by which he was to be elected to Congress, the radical
anti-slavery men were to have the General Assembly offices, and Lincoln the
senatorship. Ottawa Free Trader, September 25, 1858; Our Constitution, October
23, 1858; Rushville Times, August 27, 1856.
M Robert Smith of Alton, member of Congress 1843-1849, 1857-1859.
He was
not re-elected 1858 but was succeeded by Philip B. Fouke of Belleville.
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XV.
TRUMBULL TO PALMER.

Washington, Dec. 19, 1858.
John M. Palmer, Esq.
My Dear Sir,
I shall be rejoiced to see you here and hope nothing may
occur to prevent your coming. Do not, I beg of you, let the
election of a Congressman go by default. Our friends ought
to bring out a candidate and use the greatest activity to give
him as large a vote as possible. I have no doubt the vote given
to Matheny would elect and with a united effort it might be
given. At all events Harris majority could be reduced and that
would help us next time.
I wish very much it were possible to set an active Republican committee at work in every county in the District from
now till the day of election. Such an effort would accomplish
wonders at this special election.
Douglas stock has fallen wonderfully since his decapitation by his senatorial colleagues of the pro-slavery order. Suppose he will hardly reach here before the Legislature acts on
his case.
The Buchananites of our State, a good part of whom are
in Washington, still talk about defeating D's election. I hope
they may accomplish it, but have not faith in all they say.
I think the great contest of this session will be on the bill
to organize Arizona. Do not expect any serious attempt to
carry out the President's recommendations as to foreign matters.
Truly yours,
LYMAN TRUMBULL.

